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INTRODUCTION 


This  annual  report  of  the  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  reflects 
the  many  efforts  of  the  Commission  staff  to  bring  to  the  blind  people  of 
the  State  the  help*  guidance,  and  other  assistance  available  through  the 
wide  variety  of  services  and  facilities  of  the  voluntary  and  public  agencies 
and  institutions  serving  the  blind# 

It  also  records  such  new  efforts  of  the  Commission  as  those 
involved  in  developing  a more  effective  plan  to  meet  the  unmet  needs  of 
blind  children,  and  establishing  a program  of  community  consultation  at 
the  regional  level  through  which  consultants  serve  individuals  and 
agencies  in  a program  designed  to  get  to  the  blind  person,  as  promptly 
and  effectively  as  possible,  the  service  he  requiresa 

Finally,  this  report  contains  especially  definitive  data  on  the 
causes  of  blindness,  which  material  the  Commission  will  continue  to 
develop  in  detail,  from  now  on,  and  disseminate  annually  to  all  agencies 
and  institutions  concerned  with  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  blindness# 

We  of  the  Commission  hope  this  report  will  help  to  make  it 
possible  for  all  of  us  who  serve  the  blind,  to  do  our  jobs  Just  a little 
better# 

David  F#  Gillette,  M#  D# 

Chairman 
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PART  I 


SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAM  ACTIVITIES 


1958 


A FOREMOST  CONCERN 


— BLIND  CHILDREN 


Assistance  that 
Leads  to 
Self -Assistance 


ever  more  closely  with 
support  and  counsel  to 
grow  to  the  fullest  ex 
experience  a shock  at 
Anxiety  often  inhibits 
standing  these  feeling 
parents  help  themselve 


For  every  child,  the  early  years  are 
key  years  in  the  determination  of 
future  potential.  Keenly  aware  of 
this,  the  New  York  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind  during  1958  worked 
parents  of  blind  children.  It  has  lent 
these  parents  in  order  to  help  each  child 
tent  possible.  Parents  of  blind  children 
the  knowledge  of  their  child’s  blindness. 

constructive  thought  and  action.  Under- 
s,  the  Commission  has  endeavored  to  help 


In  future  years  blind  children  in 
New  York  State,  served  by  the  Commission  for  the  Blind,  will  be 
assured  more  complete  service,  when  program  seeds,  sown  during 
1958,  grow  to  maturity.  In  the  past  year  the  needs  of  these 
blind  children  have  become  more  fully  known,  and  broad  statewide 
plans  to  meet  these  needs  have  been  initiated.  Cooperative 
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. . , __.-nliq  educational  and  community  agencies  is 
planning  with  various  , qoais  that  have  been  set. 

vitally  important  in  reach  ^9  9 and  is  being  used 

in  all  services  for  blind  children. 


Programming 
f or 

Blind  Children 


In  addition  to  the  regular  ongoing  case 
service  to  blind  children  and  cheir 
parents,  a statewide  plan  was  worked 
out  during  1958,  based  upon  a program 
designed  to  plan  for  depth  and  continuity 

in  meetina  the  needs  of  blind  children  and  youth  throughout  the 
State  Information  obtained  by  Commission  participation  in 
statewide  study  of  unmet  needs  of  blind  children  was  most  useful 

in  this  programming. 


The  three  major  categories  in  this 
programming  were  as  follows: 

1. )  A series  of  conferences  for  professional  workers 

serving  the  needs  of  visually  handicapped  children 
in  the  State. 

2. )  A series  of  parent  group  meetings. 

3. )  Psychological  and  psychiatric  service  availability 

survey. 


Professional  The  first  two  of  a series  of  statewide 

Conferences  conferences  for  professional  workers 

serving  the  needs  of  visually  handicapped 
children  were  held  during  1958.  One  was 
in  Batavia  in  June  and  the  other  in  Utica  in  December.  Both  confer- 
ences were  well  attended  by  teachers,  social  workers,  school  nurse- 
teachers  and  doctors.  The  conferences  were  planned  by  a continuing 
committee  which  built  the  programs  around  the  needs  of  blind  children 
and  the  assistance  needed  by  professional  workers  concerned  with 
visually  handicapped  children.  The  planning  committee  represented 
the  Bureau  for  Handicapped  Children,  The  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  The  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  The  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  The  New  York  City  Board  of  Education,  The  Blind 
Work  Association  of  Binghamton,  as  well  as  the  educational  insti- 
tutions of  Hunter  College  and  Syracuse  University  and  the  New  York 
City  Board  of  Education.  The  communities  in  which  the  conferences 
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have  been  held,  have  also  participated  on  the  committee.  One 
outcome  of  these  conferences  is  that  in  the  Utica  area,  local 
agency  personnel  are  working  with  local  school  personnel  in 
setting  up  needed  schooling  facilities  for  local  blind  children. 

Initial  planning  has  taken  place  for 
similar  conferences  scheduled  to  be  held  during  1959  in  Olean 
and  Binghamton.  Conferences  will  be  held  in  areas  where  there 
is  sufficient  need  evident  and  where  local  community  agencies 
are  willing  and  able  to  cooperate  on  these  undertakings.  The 
conferences  held  during  1958  helped  to  fill  some  of  the  gaps 
in  services  for  blind  children  in  the  State.  It  brought  together 
teachers,  social  workers,  doctors  and  others  who  are  professionally 
serving  blind  children.  It  stimulated  the  sharing  of  ideas, 
techniques  and  resources.  An  exchange  of  needed  materials  has 
taken  place.  Representatives  of  agencies  from  various  local 
areas  participated  in  order  to  bring  the  needs  of  their  own 
areas  into  the  planning.  They  assumed  responsibility  for  much 
of  their  community  cooperation.  Initial  planning  has  been  done 
on  the  publishing,  in  the  form  of  a Newsletter,  of  informational 
printed  matter  about  these  conferences.  This  will  be  helpful  to 
professional  workers  situated  in  areas  that  make  it  inconven- 
ient for  them  to  attend  the  conferences,  as  well  as  serve  as  a 
record  for  those  who  do  attend. 


Parent  Meetings  During  1958  basic  planning  was  started 

on  a more  extensive  and  formalized  series 
of  parent  group  meetings  in  areas  through- 
out New  York  State  where  need  is  indicated.  Initial  group  meetings 
are  scheduled  to  be  held  in  the  Albany-Schenec tady  area.  Parents  of 
blind  children,  as  well  as  agency  and  school  personnel  in  the  area 
where  these  meetings  have  been  planned,  are  being  surveyed  as 
to  what  they  believe  are  the  needs  of  the  individual  blind  children. 
On  the  basis  of  need  and  interest,  programs  are  being  formulated 
which  will  use  various  methods  of  sharing  information  through 
speakers,  discussions,  panels,  and  similar  techniques.  Cooperation 
of  various  agencies  and  educational  representatives  has  been 
utilized  in  planning  and  carrying  out  projected  meetings.  The 
purpose  of  this  type  of  meeting  is  to  help  parents  in  the  following 
ways : 


1. )  To  work  through  some  of  their  own  feelings 

about  blindness. 

2. )  To  gain  more  confidence  in  themselves  and 

what  they  are  doing  as  parents. 

3.  ) To  understand  and  then  put  into  practice 

knowledge  of  child  development. 

4. )  To  help  them  know  and  use  available  community 

resources  for  meeting  the  special  needs  of 
their  children. 
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Psychological 

and 

Psychiatric  Services 


Since  there  is  a great  need  for  diag- 
nostic services  and  follow— up  treat- 
ment, during  1958  a survey  was  com- 
menced to  explore  the  availibility . of 
psychological  and  psychiatric  services 
for  blind  children  in  New  York  State.  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
mission met  with  State  Department  of  Mental  Hygiene  staff  members 
to  discuss  the  problem  of  scarcity  of  various  psychological  serv- 
ices and  the  utilizing  of  existing  resources.  Initial  planning  has 
been  done  on  a program  enabling  psychologists  who  have  had  experi- 
ence with  blind  children,  to  share  information  with  those  who  have 
not  had  this  experience.  In  this  way  new  resources  will  be  opened 
up  to  blind  children  in  clinics  where  they  have  not  been  accepted 
before.  School  guidance  counsellors  will  also  be  included  in  the 
program. 


Exploration  has  begun  on  schools  which 
work  with  emotionally  disturbed  children  for  the  purpose  of  having 
blind  children  who  need  psychological  services  accepted  for  treat- 
ment in  these  schools. 


Developmental  Steps  were  taken  during  1958  to  insure 

Continuity  more  continuity  in  the  development  of 

the  blind  child  through  various  stages. 
The  Commission’s  Educational  and  Vo- 
cational Rehabilitation  Services  are  planning  jointly  along  these 
lines.  Programming  already  underway  also  includes  closer  coordi- 
nation with  the  State  Education  Department's  Bureau  for  Handi- 
capped Children.  Information  has  been  shared  and  there  has  been 
joint  planning  for  blind  children,  especially  for  children  who  are 
reaching  school  age. 


The  Commission  Educational  Service  con- 
tinued to  focus  primarily  on  direct  service  to  the  preschool  blind 
child  and  his  parents,  assisting  through  the  preschool  and  transition 
periods  to  the  elementary  grades.  It  served  in  the  consultant  role 
on . problems  other  than  educational  with  respect  to  the  school  age 
child  whose  responsibility  for  educational  plans  rests  with  the-" 
Bureau  for  Handicapped  Children.  Continuing  attempts  were  made  to 
find  resources  for  school  age  children  with  special  problems.  For 
various  reasons  many  of  these  children  were  not  in  school  at  all, 

^f  they  were,  they  needed  supplementary  services. 


Sixth  Annual 
Institute 


the  New  York  School  for 
for  the  Blind  was  held 


The  Sixth  Institute  for  Parents  and 
Preschool  Blind  Children,  sponsored 
by  the  Bureau  for  Handicapped  Children 
of  the  State  Department  of  Education, 
the  Blind  at  Batavia,  and  the  Commission 
in  June  of  1958.  The  New  York  State  School 
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for  the  Blind  at  Batavia  provided  its  facilities  for  the  Institute. 
Private  agencies  for  the  blind  cooperated  in  planning  the  program 
and  in  providing  staff  for  the  Institute.  Thirty-one  parents  and 
seventeen  children  participated. 

For  a week  parents,  children  and  staff 
lived  at  the  Batavia  School.  Parents  attended  discussion  groups 
led  by  experts  in  the  field  of  child  development  and  blindness. 
Children  attended  play  school  under  the  guidance  of  trained  teachers. 
A psychologist  was  available  to  help  parents  with  their  problems 
and  to  act  as  consultant  to  the  staff.  Parents  took  part  in  planning 
informal  social  programs.  A friendly,  helpful  atmosphere  developed 
and  parents  felt  that  during  the  week  they  had  gained  reassurance 
and  self-confidence  in  dealing  with  their  child's  problems. 


Before  it  was  brought  under  control, 
Retrolental  Febroplasia  had  left  a 
toll  of  more  than  1,000  blind  children 
in  New  York  State.  The  peak  years 
of  Retrolental  Fibroplasia  babies  were 
1951,  1952,  and  1953.  Because  of  this,  1958  was  another  year  of 
severe  nursery  school  demand  for  children  born  during  these  years. 
Twenty-two  nursery  schools  throughout  the  State  received  reim- 
bursement for  225  children  during  the  past  year.  Agencies  reported 
that  this  money  was  most  valuable  in  expanding  and  improving  serv- 
ices for  their  preschool  blind  children.  The  Rochester  Association 
Nursery  School  closed  during  1958  because  it  was  possible  to  inte- 
grate blind  children  into  local  sighted  nursery  schools.  The  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish 
Blind  and  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  were  among  the  larger 
beneficiaries  of  the  program.  During  1958  the  ptogram  continued 
to  provide  for  the  care  of  blind  children  in  nursery  schools  for 
sighted  children.  Most  of  the  community  nursery  schools  receiving 
reimbursement  were  in  the  Long  Island  area.  They  received  this 
reimbursement  through  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind. 


Temporary  State  Aid 
f or 

Preschool  Blind  Children 


Publications  for  Parents  During  the  Fall  of  1958,  the  Commission 
of  revised  its  "Guide  for  Parents  of  a 

Blind  Children  Preschool  Blind  Child"  in  order  to  bring 

this  publication  up-to-date.  The  Guide 
deals  with  the  needs  of  all  children 
with  special  emphasis  on  the  problems  of  the  blind  child.  Based  on 
present  plans,  the  new  pamphlet  will  be  printed  and  available  for 
distribution  by  1959.  Initial  planning  has  taken  place  on  a follow- 
up publication  concerning  school  age  blind  children. 


5 


1958  was  another  year  in  which  the  Commission 
Educational  Service  Newsletter  proved  popular  among  parents  of  blind 
children.  Topics  covered  in  this  quarterly  publication  during  the 
oast  year  included  eating  and  sleeping  habits,  personality  development* 
choice  and  use  of  toys,  getting  children  ready  for  school,  aspects  of 
reading  readiness,  and  information  about  educational  facilities  tor 
blind  children. 


Case  Load  1958  was  a year  of  heavy  case  service  for  the 

Commission  Educational  Service,  The  case  load 
averaged  approximately  1150  blind  children*  of 
whom  438  were  active  cases.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  Commission 
Educational  Service  staff  consisted  of  only  two  field  consultants 
and  one  supervisor,  for  almost  all  of  the  year,  most  of  the  children 
received  periodic  service--  especially  those  in  rural  areas  where 
no  other  services  are  available.  Many  of  the  inactive  cases  received 
indirect  services.  Late  in  1958  it  was  possible  to  add  a child 
welfare  consultant  to  the  Education  Service  staff*  Available  on  a 
consultative  basis  to  the  staffs  of  agencies  in  many  settings  working 
with  blind  children  throughout  the  State,  this  added  service  should 
assist  materially  in  developing  sound  and  realistic  overall  plans 
for  blind  youngsters. 


Helping  blind  youth  in  New  York  State  achieve 
independence,  competence  and  effective  personality  growth  is  an 
ever-present  goal  of  the  Commission.  The  present  and  future  focus 
of  the  Educational  Services,  based  upon  the  above  formulated  plans, 
is  both  a challenging  and  hopeful  one.  Needs,  however,  are  most 
serious  — especially  those  created  by  Retrolental  Fibroplasia* 

Table  A on  the  following  page  indicates  their  severity.  While  there 
were  only  3 children  reported  blind  from  Retrolental  Fibroplasia 
during  1958  whose  birth  year  was  1958,  54  others  whose  birth  years 
were  in  previous  years  were  reported  during  the  past  year.  The 
Retrolental  Fibroplasia  table  (Table  A)  gives  a breakdown  of  blindness 
from  this  eye  disease,  from  the  years  19U3  to  1958,  It  Is  signifi- 
cant to  note  that  the  number  reported  as  blind  from  Retrolental 
Fibroplasia  in  the  last  3 years  has  totaled  more  than  50  for  each 
year*  It  is  also  significant  to  note  that,  as  indicated  in  Table  A 
in  1957  there  were  no  reported  cases  of  Retrolental  Fibroplasia  "born 
5^;  7ear.  However,  5 cases  were  reported  in  1958  as  being  born 
in  195/.  It  is  apparent  that  Retrolental  Fibroplasia  can  not  be 
completely  eliminated,  despite  the  efforts  of  medical  science',  until 
such  time  as  tne  use  of  oxygen  may  not  be  required  in  some  instances 

difficulty6  th6  lif0  °f  a prernature  baby  with  a serious  respiratory 
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TABtE  A 

Cases  of  RETROLENTAL  FIRF^PLACIA 
imported  to  the  Commission  for  thn  Blind 
According  to  year  classified  BLIND  and  birth  year 


Birth 

Year 

C .1  a s 

s i f i ed 

B1  ind 

Year 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1 955 

.1  954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943  Totals 

1958 

3 

3 

1957 

5 

0 

5 

1956 

2 

10 

3 

15 

1955 

3 

6 

7 

3 

19 

1954 

5 

1 1 

6 

27 

18 

67 

1953 

14 

14 

6 

28 

87 

52 

201 

1952 

8 

9 

8 

13 

33 

92 

30 

* 

193 

1951 

3 

6 

6 

8 

12 

27 

84 

32 

178 

1950 

7 

1 

7 

3 

3 

4 

20 

61 

19 

125 

1949 

3 

1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

3 

18 

28 

17 

83 

1948 

0 

2 

3 

3 

2 

8 

5 

14 

21 

4 

62 

1947 

3 

1 

2 

I 

1 

3 

5 

2 

6 

14 

10 

2 

50 

1946 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3 

13 

4 

34 

1945 

3 

2 

3 

3 

4 

3 

18 

1944 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

23 

1943 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

13 

1942 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

10 

1941 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1940 

2 

■ 1 

1 

1 5 

1938 

1 

1 

Tota  1 

57 

59 

54 

93 

170 

181 

155 

124 

74 

61 

24 

24 

17 

9 

5 

1 1108 
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SERVICES 


--  WITHIN  THE  COMMUNITY 


Community  The  projected  plan  for  strengthening 

Coordination  the  coordination  of  services  for  the 

blind  throughout  New  York  State  at  a 
local  level  was  initially  implemented 
in  March,  1958.  , The  first  of  six  Community  Services  Consultants, 
to  be  eventually  located  in  key  areas  throughout  the  State,  began 
to  function  in  the  New  York  City  area.  The  Consultant  serves  as  a 
resource  person  to  individuals  and  agencies  in  the  Metropolitan 
area  and  works  closely  with  agencies  for  the  blind.  Initial  plan- 
ning has  been  started  with  local  agencies  to  devise  ways  and  means 
of  more  effectively  bringing  resources  to  the  attention  of  blind 
persons  in  the  New  York  City  area. 

Plans  for  placement  of  a Consultant 
serving  twenty  counties  in  the  Syracuse  area  will  be  accomplished 
in  the  early  part  of  1959.  Consultants  will  be  assigned  to  counties 
served  by  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare  area  offices 
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located  in  Rochester,  Buffalo,  Albany  and  the  New  York  Suburban  Area 
just  as  soon  as  qualified  persons  are  recruited.  The  Consultant,  as  a 
resource  person  and  coordinator,  will  be  in  a strategic  position  to 
determine  needs  in  the  respective  areas  and  to  plan  cooperatively  with 
local  agencies  in  providing  programs  to  meet  the  established  needs. 

In  addition,  services  to  the  blind  through  the  home  teacher,  will  be 
expedited  because  of  the  availability  of  the  Consultant. 

Commission  Community  Services,  during 
1958,  assisted  3797  adult  blind  persons  in  New  York  State.  This  was 
done  either  by  direct  service  through  home  visits  or  by  consultation 
and  coordination  with  other  Commission  services  and  interrelated 
community  agencies.  Nine  blind  home  teachers  located  in  key  areas 
throughout  the  State  made  5229  contacts,  representing  home  visits, 
office  visits  and  contacts  with  resources  in  the  community.  A total 
of  4030  lessons  were  given  to  blind  individuals.  Of  this  number 
about  1000  lessons  were  given  in  techniques  of  daily  living,  about 
2000  in  Braille  and  the  remainder  in  typing,  handcraft  and  related 
subjects . 


Services  rendered  by  the  Home  Teacher 
varied  with  the  individual  needs  of  the  blind  person.  Through  an 
objective  and  understanding  approach,  the  Home  Teachers  motivated 
newly  blinded  adults  to  re-educate  themselves  in  some  of  the  im- 
portant aspects  of  everyday  living.  Included  in  these  were  personal 
grooming,  eating,  learning  to  move  more  freely  about  the  home, 
household  chores  and  the  solving  of  similar  day-to-day  problems. 

The  Home  Teacher  was  alert  to  the  family's  attitude  towards  blindness, 
and  attempted  to  show  each  family  member  how  to  help  the  blind  person 
attain  maximum  independence  by  helping  him  to  help  himself. 


Inter-Service  The  Home  Teacher,  wherever  appropriate, 

Coordination  coordinated  her  own  work  with  that  of 

other  Commission  services,  especially 
the  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  Crafts 
Production  and  Sales,  and  Talking  Book  Machine  Services.  Joint 
meetings  were  held  at  various  times  during  the  year  to  review  policy 
and  procedures  in  order  that  the  best  possible  service  be  rendered 
in  a unified  manner.  The  Home  Teacher  also  made  maximum  use  of  local 
resources  within  the  Community,  utilizing  those  that  provide  service 
for  the  general  public  as  well  as  those  specifically  designed  for 
blind  persons. 


Community  An  important  phase  of  the  Home  Teacher's 

Education  work  within  the  community,  during  1958, 

was  speaking  to  various  groups,  interpre- 
ting services,  and  demonstrating  aids  for 
the  blind.  Many  of  the  audiences  were  groups  interested  in  developing 
their  services  for  visually  handicapped  persons.  Considerable  time 
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was  spent  with  volunteer  groups  - o^th"5 

who  were  interested  in  attending  Br^lle  classes.  Qf 

volunteers  * w,  Yand  are  now  able  to  teach  Braille 

to"s igh ted ^ croups It  "hoped  that,  in  the  future,  these  volunteer 
nroarams  can  be  further  strengthened  to  meet  the  great  need  for 
Braille  teachers  --  especially  in  areas  where  there  are  no  agencies 
for  the  blind.  It  is  hoped  also,  that. these. and  other.volunteer 

persons  who  live  alone  or  who  are 

in  hospitals  or  homes  for  the  aged. 


for  the  blind.  It  is  hoped  also,  tnac. 
programs  can  be  developed  or  expanded  11 
provide  special  services  for  blind  persi 


Deaf-Blind  During  1958,  Commission  Home  Teachers, 

Register  in  the  course  of  their  duties,  began 

to  gather  information  on  auditory 
defects  among  the  visually  handicapped. 
This  has  been  of  value  in  building  the  Deaf-Blind  Register  which 
was  inaugurated  in  the  Commission  on  January  1st  of  the  past  year. 
Primary  aim  of  this  Register  is  the  accumulation  of  up-to-date 
information  on  blind  persons  with  auditory  defects  in  order  to 
acquaint  them  with  available  resources,  and  to  supply  data  to  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  for  their  national  survey  on 
characteristics  of  the  Deaf-Blind  and  Hard-of-Hearing  Blind.  It  is 
anticipated  that  an  analysis  of  the  information  submitted  by  the 
Home  Teachers  on  blind  persons  with  hearing  impairment  will  provide 
factual  data  on  which  to  plan  future  services  in  this  area  of 
special  need. 


Travel  Commission  Community  Services,  during 

Study  1958,  worked  cooperatively  on  a research 

project  pertaining  to  travel  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  blind  persons.  This 
study  was  undertaken  by  the  Research  Center  of  Columbia  University's 
New  York  School  of  Social  Work,  Focus  was  on  several  levels  of 
exploration.  These  included  expense,  type  and  quality  of  travel  by 
blind  persons;  the  influences  which  promote  or  hinder  travel  by 
blind  persons;  and  the  relationship  between  travel  and  the  rehabili- 
tation of  blind  persons.  Areas  chosen  for  this  study  were  New  York 
City,  Suffolk,  Westchester  and  six  upstate  counties.  This  study 
has  been  completed  and  when  the  report  is  made  available,  findings 
WH1  be  evaluated  and  recommendations  considered  for  future  planning 
of  programs  in  connection  with  travel- of  blind  persons. 


Prospects  Foremost  among  foundations  laid  for 

t?r  new  Commission  services  during  1958 

the  Future  were  the  initiation  of  the  Community 

Consultant  Program,  and  the  more 

To,  . • , , , , „ . . closely  coordinated  work  of  the  Home 

ieachers  with  other  Commission  Services.  While  these  developments 
have  already. begun  to  bear  fruit,  the  real  harvest  will  come  in  the 
years  that  lie  ahead  — years  of  improved  service  for  the  blind  of 
New  York  State. 
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VOCATIONAL  REHABILITATION 

--  A BOON  TO  THE  BLIND 

TO  THE  EMPLOYER 

TO  THE  COMMUNITY 


Counseling  - Guidance 
Evaluation 

Physical  Restoration 
Training  and  Placement 


skill  of  many  persons  and 
and  rendered  directly  by 
Among  the  purchased  servi 
psychiatric  and  psycholog 


Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service 
of  the  Commission,  during  1958, 
focused  as  closely  as  possible  on 
both  broad  and  specific  needs  of 
its  applicants.  It  brought  to  bear 
upon  these  needs  the  professional 
many  services.  Services  were  purchased 
the  counseling  staff  of  the  Commission, 
ces  were  diagnostic  workups  — medical, 
ical  — and  evaluations  through  work 
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tests  to  determine  skills,  aptitudes,  dexterities,  and  work 
tolerances  of  the  individual.  Medical  and  surgical  treatment 
were  provided  where  physical  restoration  was  indicated  in  or  er 
to  reduce  or  remove  the  handicap.  To  enable  each  person  to 
attain  as  high  a degree  of  economic  independence  as  possible, 
training  was  provided  in  relation  to  the  abilities  o 
individual. 


Case  Movement  Below  is  a summary  of  Commission 

Vocational  Rehabilitation  case 

movement  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1958: 

TABLE  B 

Referrals : 


On  hand  July  1 422 

New  since  July  1 509 

Total  during  period 931 

Accepted  for  service  since  July  1 306 

Closed  since  July  1 269 

Total  processed  during  period 575 


Total  referrals  remaining  at  end  of  period 356 

Active  Cases  and  Cases  Closed  from  Active  Load: 


Active  Cases  on  hand  July  1 480 

Accepted  for  services  since  July  1 306 

Total  in  active  load 

(receiving  services)  during  period 786 

Closed  rehabilitated  since  July  1.......209 

Closed  other  reasons  - 

Af ter  rehab,  plan  initiated  since 


July  1 ...  52 

Closed  other  reasons  - 

Before  rehab,  plan  initiated  since 

July  1 ...  97 

Total  closed  cases  during  period 358 


,,  . . . tt  will  be  noted  that  the 

Vocational  Rehabilitation  Staff  handled  a total  of  931 

applications  and  some  786  cases  in  active  status.  The  number 
oi  cases  remaining  m the  case  load  at  the  end  of  the  year 
approximately  balanced  the  work  load  at  the  beginning  of  the 
DesPlte  an  inability  to  recruit  additional  staff  from 

of  currp£+1?n+L£St!*  1+KhaS  been  P°ssible  to  keep  abreast 
01  current  intake  for  the  year. 
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Employment 

Below  is  listed 
been  placed. 


From  the  total  indicated  209  blind 
persons  were  placed  in  employment,, 
the  types  of  occupations  in  which  these  persons  have 


TABLE  C 


Agriculture 

6 

Clerical  & Dictaphone 

21 

Entertainment 

2 

Homemaker 

4 

Housewives 

8 

Industrial 

17 

Professional 

15 

Sa  les 

10 

Set  f-Employed 

16 

Service 

20 

Sheltered  Shop 

49 

Stands  - Owner 

23 

Stands  - Supervised 

18 

Total...  209 


Of  these  placements  62$  were  in  a 

competitive  type  of  employment.  Experience  during  the  year,  however, 
pointed  up  the  fact  that  there  is  an  ever-present  need  for  sheltered 
workshop  placements.  The  significance  of  this  is  revealed  by  the 
fact  that^ almost . 50%  of  the  cases  serviced  by  the  Commission 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service  had  severe  secondary  handicaps. 

More  and  more  communities  called  upon  Commission  Vocational 
Rehabilitation,  Crafts  Production  and  Sales  and  other  Services 
for  advice  and  guidance  in  their  problems  and  for  information  about  the 
potentials  and  mechanics  involved  in  evaluating  the  need  for  and 
establishing  and  operating  sheltered  workshops.  Effects  of  this 
programming  will  be  felt  in  years  that  are  to  come. 


Despite  the  recession  noteworthy 

progress  was  made,  during  1958,  in  opening  employment  opportunities 
for  marginal  clients  served.  Considerable  progress  was  also  made  in 
the  area  of  -Civil  Service  placements,  both  Municipal  and  State,  and 
to  some  extent  Federal.  Local  restrictions  governing  positions  in 
the  Civil  Service  field  make  it  difficult,  in  some  instances,  to 
secure  the  adjustments  and  modifications  in  job  duties  which  are 
essential  in  the  employment  of  the  handicapped  --  particularly  the 
blind . 


The  following  tables  (tables  D,  E and  F) 
indicate  the  type  of  occupations  in  which  clients  have  been  placed 
since  1954,  together  with  their  age  and  the  training  resources 
utilized. 
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TABLE  D 


distribution  OF  PLACEMENTS 

According  to  Type  of  Occupation 

Fiscal  Years 
1954-1958 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Agriculture 

3 

2 

2 

6 

6 

Clerical  & Dictaphone 

20 

22 

22 

20 

21 

Entertainment 

6 

5 

5 

6 

2 

Homemaker 

— 

— 

3 

6 

4 

Housewife 

4 

14 

4 

14 

8 

Industrial 

24 

25 

25 

22 

17 

Professional 

25 

18 

21 

19 

15 

Sales 

11 

12 

13 

10 

10 

Self-Employed 

22 

10 

14 

4 

16 

Service 

31 

33 

27 

29 

20 

Sheltered  Shop 

71 

73 

44 

41 

49 

Stands  - Owner 

18 

24 

25 

23 

23 

Stands  - Supervised 

9 

5 

7 

18 

18 

Totals  : 

244 

243 

212 

218 

209 

14 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  PLACEES 
(At  Acceptance) 
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PLACEMENT  ANALYSIS 


Inter-Service 

Coordination 


1958  was  a year  of  significant 
development  in  the  coordination  of 
Commission  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
and  Crafts  Production  and  Sales  Services.  Based  on  foundations 
laid  in  the  past  year,  it  is  planned  to  give  even  more  comprehensive 
service  to  home  and  community  bound  individuals  than  has  been 
possible  in  the  past.  These  oases  require  the  utmost  patience 
and  time  in  order  to  permit  them  to  earn  even  a very  modest  live- 
lihood. Not  only  are  there  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  handicaps 
themselves;  there  are  problems  also  in  finding  markets  for  disposing 
of  products  made,  in  the  procurement  of  raw  materials  and  in  many 
other  areas. 


Mental  .Institution  Basic  planning  was  done,  during  1958, 

Dischargees  for  the  inclusion  of  blind  mental 

hospital  dischargees  within  the  scope 
of  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service.  This  is  a field  in  which 
there  is  little  experience,  and  it  is  one  in  which  there  is  an 
acute  need.  While  moving  slowly  in  this  area,  it  is  felt  that  the 
results  of  our  basic  planning  and  the  things  that  are  learned, 
when  this  programming  is  put  into  effect,  will  be  valuable  not 
only  in  New  York  State  but  in  many  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Unquestionably  this  work  will  do  much  to  restore  many  of  these 
persons  to  a satisfactory  place  in  society. 


Medical  During  1958  the  Commission  Medical 

Consultation  Consultation  Program  for  administrative, 

supervisory  and  counseling  staff  was 
launched  on  a modest  basis.  Two  key  persons  --  consultants  to 
the  Central  Office  Vocational  Rehabilitation  staff  and  for  the 
entire  program  — have  been  employed  in  Albany.  As  rapidly  as 
possible,  additional  Consultants  will  be  appointed  for  the  counselors 
in  the  field.  This  program  was  developed  with  the  aid  of  the 
Medical  Division  of  the  State  Department  of  Social  Welfare.  The 
initial  appointees  were  Dr.  Walter  C.  Mott,  Consultant  in  Opthalmol- 
ogy,  and  Dr.  John  K.  Meneely,  Medical  Consultant.  Tsngible  program 
benefits  have  already  been  felt  from  the  work  of  these  two  con- 
sultants. Once  the  full  medical  staff  has  been  appointed  the 
Commission  Rehabilitation  staff  will  be  able  to  strengthen  its 
planning  for  medical  clients  regardless  of  the  multiplicity  of 
their  handicaps. 
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Independent 

Livina 


Much  is  being  said  these  days  about 
independent  living.  During  1958 
it  was  found  that  the  evaluation 
and  prevoca tiona 1 training  given  by  the  Commission  Vocational 
Rehabilitation  Service  enabled  many  persons  to  live  more  indepen- 
dently. It  helped  them  also  to  be  more  readily  accepted  in  the 
home  and  in  the  community  despite  the  fact  that  evaluation 
found  their  skills  and  abilities  to  be  insufficient  to  permit 
them  to  enter  into  satisfactory  employment.  The  findings  of 
this  rehabilitation  analysis  will  be  useful  in  the  State’s 
contemplated  plans  for  broadening  its  activities  in  the  total 
rehabilitation  field.  Durino  1958  services  to  homemakers,  house- 
wives and  those  who  could  benefit  from  instruction  in  living 
alone  was  refined  and  extended  to  a larger  group.  In  this  way 
many  more  persons  have  the  benefits  and  satisfactions  of  this 
type  of  service. 


The  Sensitive  One  of  the  greatest  problems 

Cane  that  confronts  the  blind  is 

mobility.  There  are,  of  course, 
the  usual  dogs,  canes  and  guides.  Still,  for  many  years, 
something  more  has  been  sought.  During  1958  the  Commission 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Service  had  the  privilege  of  working 
with  the  Franklin  Institute  in* Philadelphia  on  a project  called 
"Sensitive  Canes".  This  work  was  coordinated  with  the  Federal 
Office  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation  in  Washington.  The  sensitive 
cane  will  warn  the  traveler  of  step-downs  or  drop-offs.  These 
are  the  greatest  obstacles  for  the  blind  traveler.  The  new 
cane  provides  both  a tactile  and  an  auditory  warning  in  the  event 
of  a drop-off  or  step-down.  These  warnings  may  be  issued 
simultaneously  or  independently  of  each  other.  There  have  been 
many  problems  in  the  development  of  this  cane. 
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PRODUCTION  AND  SALES 

--  TOOLS  FOR  PERSONAL  AND  ECONOMIC  ADJUSTMENT 


Home  Business  During  1958  the  major  focus  of  the 

Enterprises  Commission  Crafts  Production  and 

Sales  Service  was  on  broadening 
opportunities  for  capable  yet  hard  to 
serve  home  and  community  bound  blind  persons.  Efforts  were  centered 
in  helping  voluntary  agencies  with  their  programs  in  these  fields. 
When  needed  direct  service  was  given  in  teaching  visually  handicapped 
persons  to  produce  products  needed  in  their  communities  and  in 
helping  them  to  develop  home  business  enterprises. 


In  thirty  counties  of  New  York  State 
— mostly  rural  — where  there  are,  as  yet,  no  services  provided 
by  voluntary  agencies  for  the  blind,  the  Commission  Crafts  and 
Sales  staff  continued  to  fill  an  otherwise  unmet  need.  It  provided 
handcraft  instruction  to  blind  persons  in  widely  scattered  areas  — 
helping  to  meet  the  important  therapeutic  need  of  both  young  and 
old  to  engage  in  a rewarding  activity.  Voluntary  agencies  in  areas 
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where  direct  service 
bility  for  the  sale 


was  given  by  the  Commission 
of  resulting  products. 


assumed 


responsi- 


ble broadening  and  development  of 

1955?nSEarlier 

Federal  and"state  funds*hbore8excellent' frui t^during  Introspects 

this 6coordina ted' program^ofU the  Cra?t^^oducUo";ndip^?Ss:rvice 

with  that  of  the  Commission  Vocational  Rehabiiitation  Service  is 
no  doubt  the  result  of  experience  gained  by  both  staffs.  io 
comprehensive  rehabilitation  service  for  each  client  is_addad 
technical  instruction  plus  advice  on  equipment,  materials  and  out- 
lets available  through  the  Crafts  Production  and  Sales  Staff. 

Persons  trained  during  the  first  years  of  the  program  continued 
to  carry  on  satisfactory  business  operations  during  the  past  year. 

A considerable  number  of  visually  handicapped  persons  trained 
during  1958  began  earning  before  their  training  was  completed. 


Development  of  Programs  The  Crafts  Production  and  Sales 

with  staff  worked  closely  during  1958 

Workshops  for  the  Blind  with  sheltered  workshop  programs  of 

the  voluntary  agencies  for  the  blind. 
Information,  advice  and  instruction 
on  production  and  sales  were  provided.  In  addition  to  this, 
guidance  was  given  on  materials,  purchasing,  equipment  and  manufac- 
turing techniques.  Instruction  was  given  to  sighted  supervisors 
and  to  blind  employees  where  necessary.  Where  needed,  training  was 
given  in  every  phase  of  merchandising  and  marketing  — from  simple 
record  keeping  to  an  understanding  of  trade  outlets.  The  Commission 
Crafts  Production  and  Sales  staff,  during  1958,  assisted  voluntary 
agencies  in  strengthening  and  developing  community  non-profit  sales 
within  the  individual  agency  service  areas.  To  many  voluntary  local 
agencies  these  sales  are  vitally  important  in  promoting  community 
interest  and  support  for  their  agencies. 


20  - 


CONCESSION  STANDS 

--  A GROWING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Volume  Despite  a general  business  recession 

Increase  period  during  1958,  the  Commission 

Concession  Stand  Program  continued 
to  grow  and  prosper.  While  the  number 
of  stands  did  not  increase,  the  variety  of  merchandise,  complexity  of 
operation  and  volume  of  business  all  had  an  upward  trend.  Through 
concession  stands  the  Commission  continued  to  provide  adult  blind 
persons  with  remunerative  employment  — enlarging  their  economic 
opportunities  and  stimulating  them  to  greater  efforts  to  make 
themselves  self-supporting.  According  to  regular  policy,  the 
Commission  set  up,  completely  equipped  and  initially  stocked  3 new 
stands  during  1958.  These  stands  were  then  turned  over  to  blind 
local  residents  to  operate  as  independent  businesses  under  the 
policies  and  rules  outlined  in  the  Handbook  for  Operators. 
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These  new  stands  were  set  up  at  the 


following  locations: 


Times  Square  Post  Office,  New  Yorjc,  N.Y. 

New  York  State  Campus,  Albany,  N.Y. 

Niagara  County  Building,  Lockport,  N.Y. 

As  of  December  31,  1958  there  were 
46  stands  on  Federal  property,  22  stands  in  State  buildings,  7 in 
County  buildings,  9 in  Municipal  buildings,  and  19  in  privately 
owned  buildings.  During  1958  there  were  103  stands  in  operation 
in  which  168  blind  persons  were  engaged.  These  stands  transacted 
business  amounting  to  a total  of  $2,804,431  as  of  July  1,  1957  - 
June  30,  1958.  This  is  in  contrast  to  the  year  of  1957  in  which 
108  stands  were  in  operation,  173  persons  were  employed  and  the 
gross  dollar  volume  amounted  to  $2,552,921  as  of  July  1,  1956  - 
June  30,  1957. 

The  following  chart  indicates  New  York 
State’s  program  in  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country:  * 

TABLE  G 


1958 

Nation 
Wide  * 

New  York 
State 

New  York 
Percent  of 

Total  number  of  vending  stands 
(as  of  June  30,  1958) 

1,901 

107 

5.6 

Total  number  of  licensed 
operators  (during  year) 

1,998 

119 

6.0 

Number  of  blind  assistants 
employed  during  year 

376 

71 

18.9 

Net  earnings  of  licensed 
operators 

5,661,098 

392,773 

6.9 

Net  earnings  of  blind 
assistants 

608,784 

178,895 

29.4 

Average  net  income  for  all 
licensed  operators  in  all 
locations 

2,833 

3,507 

+23.8 

Average  net  earnings  of 
blind  assistants 

1,619 

2,795 

+ 72.6 

Gross  Sales 

31,683,474 

2,804,431 

8.9 

* U,?r  DePt*  Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  Office  of 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  * e ot 

Director's  Letter  Supplement  A - dated  June  12,  1959 
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Extension  and  Improvement 
Project 


In  June  of  1958  the  Extension  and 
Improvement  Project  relative  to  the 
standardization  of  vending  stand 
equipment  and  fixtures  was  completed. 
This  was  the  third  and  last  year  of  the  program  set  up  under  a grant 
made  pursuant  to  the  Federal  Rehabilitation  Act.  As  a result  of  the 
project,  it  has  been  possible  to  determine  the  type  of  equipment 
most  suited  for  vending  stands  operated  by  blind  persons.  The 
innovations  have  been  well  received  by  both  stand  operators  and  the 
public  and  the  program  has  been  highly  successful  in  its  over-all 
results  and  should  be  even  more  so  in  time  to  come  as  further 
improvements  continue  to  be  made.  During  the  three  year  period  of 
the  project  modern,  especially  designed  equipment  was  utilized  for 
seventeen  newly  established  stands  and  for  the  refurbishment  of 
forty-four  existing  stands. 


Concession  Stand  Experience  gained  during  1958  made 

Handbook  Revision  certain  revisions  to  the  Commission 

Concession  Stand  Handbook  advisable. 
These  aimed  at  more  efficient  and 

smoothly  operating  procedures.  Discussion  meetings  about  the  proposed 
changes  were  held  with  the  Concession  Stand  Operators  throughout  the 
State  at  which  agreement  was  worked  out  and  the  new  revisions  and 
additions  to  the  Handbook  were  put  into  effect  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Merchandising  Initial  programming  was  done  by  the 

Project  Commission  Concession  Stand  Service, 

during  1958  on  a merchandising 
extension  and  improvement  project. 
This  undertaking  will  commence  upon  receipt  of  a grant  expected  to 
materialize  in  the  Fall  of  1959. 


With  the  refurbishment  and  renovation 
of  larger  stands,  certain  servicable  equipment  is  now  on  hand.  During 
the  past  year  this  has  been  stockpiled  and  plans  have  been  projected 
for  its  future  use. 
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TALKING  BOOK  MACHINES 


for  education,  stimulation,  diversion 


Talking  book  machines,  made  available 
to  the  States  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  continued  to  be  in  short 
supply  throughout  1958.  This  was  due  in  part  to  the  halting  ol 
the  repair  program  in  May,  1958.  In  September,  the  Library  of 
Congress  advised  the  States  of  a proposed  interim  repair  program 
wherein  a limited  amount  of  money  was  made  available  to  the  States 
for  the  repair  of  certain  models  of  Talking  Book  Machines.  This 
program  was  accepted  by  the  Commission  for  the  Blind  in  behalf  of 
the  local  Agencies  and  went  into  effect  in  November  1958. 


Production  of  the  model  "D"  machines 
ceased  July  1,  1958.  For  several  months  after  this  date  there 
was  difficulty  in  supplying  machines  to  people  needing  them. 
However,  near  the  end  of  the  year  the  Commission  was  able  to 
distribute  newly  manufactured  machines.  These  machines  were 
manufactured  by  the  Stromberg-Carlson  Company  with  a maintenance 
warranty  for  the  first  120  days. 
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The  following  chart  illustrates  the  Commission’s  Talking  Book 
Machine  activities  during  the  past  year: 


5,630 

Number  of  machines  for  which  the  Commission 
was  responsible  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

870 

Number  of  machines  received  from  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

904 

Number  of  machines  loaned 
voluntary  agencies  during 

to  designated 
the  year. 

374 

Number  of  machines  loaned 
the  Commission  during  the 

directly  by 
year. 

1,278 

Total  number  of  machines 
the  year. 

loaned  during 
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OF  UTMOST  IMPORTANCE 

— PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  AND  EYE  HEALTH 


Program 

Evaluation 


Steps  were  taken  in  1958  to 
evaluate  programs  and  project 
future  plans,  including  the 
exploration  of  methods  for  the 
integration  of  principles  of  sight  conservation.  These  plans 
center  around  the  best  use  of  the  Eye  Health  Consultant  since 
this  staff  is  called  upon  to  keep  the  public  informed  of  the 
leading  causes  of  blindness,  of  the  need  for  resources,  of  the 
progress  of  medical  science  and  to  assist  the  public  in  developing 
an  understanding  of  the  principles  of  sight  conservation. 


Knowledge  of  the  causes  of 

blindness  and  the  prevalence  of  these  causes  aid  in  developing 
effective  programs  for  prevention  of  blindness.  This  knowledge 
grows  from  an  analysis  of  eye  reports,  which  helps  to  focus 
attention  on  specific  and  related  causes  of  blindness. 
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Cooperative 

Effort 


In  order  to  be  most  effective, 
the  sight  conservation  program 
must  have  the  cooperation  of  eye 
physicians,  agencies  for  the 
blind,  hospital  personnel,  educators  and  other  groups  who  are 
reporting  blindness  to  the  Commission.  This  has  been  the  case. 


During  1958  a total  of  4136  eye 

reports  were  received,  reviewed  and  classified  according  to  the 
State's  legal  definition  of  blindness.  Of  these,  2204  eye  reports 
were  for  persons  classified  blind  for  the  tirst  time. 


In  order  to  further  promote 

mandatory  reporting  of  blindness,  and  implement  medical  research 
studies,  a new  sub-committee  was  created  by  the  Medical  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Commission  for  the  Blind.  Aims  of  this  Committee 
will  be  to  encourage  comolete  reporting  by  all  medical  groups 
and  to  stimulate  the  use  of  statistics  on  causes  of  blindness 
for  research  and  other  studies. 


Code  on  Causes  Since  January  1,  1958,  every  newly 

of  Blindness  reported  case  registered  has 

had  added  to  the  Statistical 
Mechanical  Tabulation  card  data 
covering  the  cause  of  blindness.  Because  of  a revision  in  the 
Standard  Classification  of  the  Causes  of  Blindness,  plans  have 
also  been  made  for  the  re-coding  of  all  cases  registered  as 
blind  prior  to  1958.  The  ultimate  aim  is  to  have  the  cause  of 
blindness  on  mechanical  tabulation  cards  for  every  case  registered 
as  blind.  When  this  undertaking  is  completed,  statistics  on  the 
causes  of  blindness  in  New  York  State  will  be  readily  available 
by  age  groupings,  sex,  geographical  location  and  other  categories. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  approximately  23,000  cases 
for  review  and  coding. 


Deaf-Blind  For  the  purpose  of  assisting  agencies 

Project  in  projecting  needed  services  and 

facilities  for  deaf-blind  and 
hard-of-hearing  blind  persons,  pilot 
study  projects  on  this  subject  were  undertaken  jointly  by  the 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  and  Office  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation.  The  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind  participated  in  some  aspects  of  this 
study  and  in  1958  they  had  identified  215  as  hard-of-hearing 
blind,  and  179  persons  as  deaf-blind  from  among  the  cases  reviewed. 
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o 


of  Borderline 
"Not  Blind"  Cases 


tudy 


care 
s tudy 


There  were  602 
revealed  a need 


Last  year,  the  Commission  Medical- 
Social  Work  Consultant  carried  on 
a study  of  borderline  "Not  Blind" 
cases  to  determine  needed  follow-up 
reports  classified  "Not  Blind".  The 
guidance  in  utilizing  services. and  for 
conditions.  As  a result  of  this  research, 
coordinated  planning  was  done  with  the  staffs  of  the  Department 
Of  Social  Welfare  Bureaus  of  Public  Assistance. and  Medical  Care 
so  that  visually  handicapped  persons  will. receive  the  necessary 
medical  and  follow-up  service  that  their  individual  needs  require. 
Through  this  coordinated  work,  the  Bureau  staffs  were  able  to 
develop  a better  understanding  of  eye  conditions. 


our  interpretation  of 


new 
f or 
eye 


Senior  The  projected  increase  in  the 

Citizen  numbers  of  older  persons  points 

to  the  need  for  a concentrated 
and  organized  effort  to  expand 

programs  on  eye  care  for  this  group.  Steps  have  been  taken  to 
this  end.  To  stimulate  interest  and  develop  initiative  for 
programs  on  eye  health  and  eye  care,  contacts  were  made  with 
various  professional  groups  and  agencies  caring  for  older  persons. 
A letter  outlining  resources  for  program  planning  on  eye  care 
for  older  persons  was  prepared  for  Golden  Age  clubs  and  day 
centers  for  senior  citizens. 


A flyer  "So  You  Have  Cataracts" 
was  prepared  specifically  for  persons  under . medical  care  at 
various  clinics.  A previous  study  on  why  some  persons  with 
operable  cataracts  fail  to  undergo  surgery  indicated  the  need 
for  such  a pamphlet.  The  purpose  of  this  flyer  was  to  develop 
more  understanding  of  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cataracts. 


Glaucoma  Public  education  on  the  importance 

Screening  of  early  case  finding  of  glaucoma 

Programs  has  stimulated  interest  in  glaucoma 

screening  programs  in  many  commu- 
.....  • nities.  We  look  forward  to  increased 

activity  xn  programs  for  early  detection  of  glaucoma  in  cooper- 
ation with  the  active  program  being  promoted  by  the  New  York  State 
Department  of  Health. 


Preschool 

Group 


The  Preschool  children  continue 
to  represent  another  field  for 


eye  care  programming  since  early 
case  finding  is  not  onlv  imDortant 
serves  to  focus  attention  on  sight  conservation  measures 
programs  on  training  volunteers  in  the  techniques  of  vision 
testing  of  preschool  children  were  held  in  1958.  A report  of  a 


but 

Two 
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preschool  vision  screening  program  conducted  in  an  upstate 
county  by  volunteers  from  December  1,  1956  to  June  1,  1958 
revealed  that  of  955  children  between  3 and  5 years  of  age 
screened,  38  children  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  eye  care. 


Public 
Educa  ti 


on 


lecture 
bu lie ti 
lecture 
week  In 
educati 
Another 
of  nuns 


Eye  Health  educ 
is  directed  at 
and  lay.  Every 
to  disseminate 

institutes,  exhibits,  press,  radi 
and  conferences.  During  the  past 
with  a total  attendance  of  about 
stitute  on  Sight  Conservation  was  he 
on  program  for  a very  large  staff  of 
Institute  on  Eye  Care  was  conducted 
in  a teacher  training  program. 


s , 

ns 

s, 


ational  programming 
all  groups  - professional 
means  is  utilized, 
information  including 
o,  pamphlet  distribution 
year  there  were  24 
1000  persons,  A one 
Id  as  an  in-service 
public  health  nurses, 
for  a large  group 


Exhibits  were  presented  at  professional 
meetings  including  the  Annual  New  York  State  Health  Conference, 

The  Conference  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New  York  State,  The 
Public  Welfare  Conference,  The  Practical  Nurses  Convention  and 
the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Workers  for  the  Blind.  Other 
exhabits  were  designed  for  the  general  public  including  the 
First  Health  Show  at  the  New  York  City  Coliseum,  The  State  Fair 
and  a 2 day  YWCA  Community  Health  Conference. 


For  Sight  Saving  Month,  radio  spot 
announcements  were  prepared  and  released  through  the  State  Radio 
Bureau,  and  our  bulletins  The  Field  of  Vision  and  School  Nurse- 
Teacher  Newsletter  carried  the  Governor's  Proclamation  on 
'•September  - Sight  Saving  Month". 


During  the  year  there  were  73  film 
showings  and  56,943  pamphlets  distributed.  Permission  to 
reproduce  "Eye  Safety  Pledge",  "Care  of  Your  Glasses"  and 
"Essentials  of  Eye  Hygiene"  were  given  to  school  physicians, 
teachers,  school  nurses,  and  camp  counselors.  Three  pamphlets 
were  revised  - "The  Eyes  of  Industry"  by  Dr.  R.  Jones;  "Facts 
About  The  Eye  and  Some  Conditions  Which  Impair  Vision",  by 
Dr.  Duggan;  and  "Glaucoma".  295  copies  of  "The  Eyes  of  Industry" 
were  mailed  to  industrial  nurses.  For  the  general  public  three 
new  flyers  were  prepared  - "Diabetes  and  The  Eye",  "So  You  Have 
Cataracts",  and  "Eye  Safety  Pledge". 
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Legislation 


Another  important  activity  of 
the  Commission  Eye  Health  Service 
during  1958  was  the  reviewof 
to  blind  persons  or  Commission 
session*  over  3000  bills  were 
direct  or  indirect  relationship 
these  57  bills,  with  the 
Military  Law,  which  was  sponsored 


proposed  legislation  as  it  relates 
programs.  During  1958  legislaxive 
introduced,  of  which  57  had  either 
to  programs  for  the  blind.  All  of 

byCtheiDivisioneof^Military^andtNaval  Affairs , either  died  in 
committee  or  were  defeated  in  the  Senate  or  Assembly  or  in  both 
Houses.  The  bill  amending  the  Military  Law  or  the  otateis  applicable 
to  all  blind  annuitants  or  widows  of  deceased  blind  annuitants  who 
are  residents  of  New  York  State.  The  amendment  requires  that 
classification  be  made  by  the  New  York  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind.  This  confirms  in  the  law  what  has  been  policy  and  practice 
for  many  years. 


Causes  An  analysis  of  the  tables  on 

of  Causes  of  Blindness  for  the  past 

Blindness  sixteen  years  shows  that  causes 

of  blindness  have  followed  a 
consistant  pattern.  The  diseases 
of  the  retina  and  choroid  are  still  leading  causes  of  blindness. 

These  are  followed  by  senile  cataracts  and  glaucoma.  The  tables  on 
Causes  of  Blindness  which  follow  have  been  prepared  from  medical  data 
obtained  in  eye  reports  submitted  to  the  New  York  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind  during  1958, 
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PART  II 

CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS 
IN 

NEW  YORK  STATE 
During  1958 
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Includes  85  whose  cause  of  blindness  is  unknown  at  present.  Cause  of  blindness  is  not  always 
clearly  given  on  the  initial  eye  report  from  which  this  data  is  tabula teo  Subsequent  followup 
may  determine  this  cause. 
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TABLE  II 


CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS 


Persons  Classified  Blind  During 

1958 

According  to 

Site 

and  Typ 

e of  Affection,  Diaanosis,  Etiology  and 

Age  Grouping 

Age  Groups  (Y 

ears ) 

Diaanosis 

Tota  1 

Under 

20 

20-29  30-39 

40-49  50-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90  E. 
Over 

Unknown 

EYEBALL 

AFFECTIONS 

Total  Persons 

518 

JJL  15 

34  7 J 

48 

47 

117 

63 

9 

60 

Albin i sm 

Genetic  Origin 

31 

16 

J 5 

2 

1 

2 

4 

Disorqanized  Eyeball 

14 

4 

1 2 

2 2 

2 

1 

Infectious  Diseases 

Meni naocoCca  1 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

Rubella 

1 

1 

Trauma 

Aqent  Specified 

1 

1 

Agent  Not  Specified 

10 

1 

1 2 

2 2 

2 

Glaucoma 

331 

2 

_4 

15  42 

40 

31 

99 

52 

_9 

37 

Diseases  * 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitis 

14 

3 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Vascular  Diseases 

18 

1 

i 

1 

10 

3 

1 

Other  Diseases 

1 

Etiology  Undetermined 
Unknown  to  Science 

298 

2 

4 

15  38 

34 

29 

86 

48 

8 

34 

Mvooia 

137 

21 

_9  -A 

15  21 

_7 

13 

14 

IQ 

11 

Prenatal  Influence 

Genetic  Origin 

3 

1 

2 2 

2 

Prenatal  Influence, 

29 

10 

4 2 

1 

2 

1 

Cause  not  specified 

Etiology  Undetermined 

13  25 

ii 

12 

9 

12 

Unknown  to  Science 

105 

10 

5 2 

D 

Panophthalmitis  and 
Acute  Endophthalmitis 

Infectious  Disease 

Specified  for  each  case  3 

Other-  Eyeball  Affections 

Trauma 

Sharp  or  Pointed  Object  1 
Blow  or  Fall  1 


1 


1 


1 


2 
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TA'tf.E  IT  (continued) 

CAUSES  or-'  BLINDNESS 
oT-.onr.  Classified  Blind  During  1958 


According  to 

Cite  and  Type  of  Affection,  Diagnosis,  Etiology  and  Age  Grouping 


Age  Groups  (Years) 


Diaonosis 


— 90  & 

Total  20Pr  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60-64  65-69  70-79  80-89  Over 


CORNEA  AFFECTIONS 

Total  Persons 

49  J3 

_2  _8  _6  _6 

_2 

_6 

_5 

Interstitial  Keratitis 
Infectious  Disease 
Prenatal  Syphilis 

2 

.1 

Sclerosino  Keratitis 
Infectious  Disease 
Trachoma 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcerative  Keratitis 

5 

2 

3 

Infectious  Disease 
Gonorrheal 
Septicemia 
Trachoma 
Disease 

General  Disease,  Not 
Otherwise  Specified 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Keratitis.  Tvoe  Not 
Specif ied 

Infectious  Disease 
Septicemia 

2 

Corneal  Dvstrophyf 

22 

7 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Deoeneration 

Neopl asm 

Neoplasm,  Types 

10 

4 

2 

2 

.1 

Specified 

Etiolooy  Undetermined 

Unknown  to  Science 

12 

3 

l 

1 

3 

Other  Cornea  Affections 
Infectious  Disease 

A6 

_! 

_! 

_3 

__3 

_2 

Disease  Not  Specified 

5 

i 

1 

J 

1 

Trauma 

Chemical  Causino  Burn 

8 

1 

| 

o 

1 

Other  Substance 

Causing  Burn 

1 

, 

Agent  Not  Specified 

2 

Unknown 
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TABLE  II  (continued) 

CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS 


Persons  Classified  Blind  During  1958 
According  to 

Site  and  Type  of  Affection,  Diagnosis,  Etiology  and  Age  Grouping 


Age  Groups  (Years) 


Diagnosis 

Total 

Under 

20 

20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90  & 
Over 

Unknown 

Total  Persons 

99 

_6 

UVEAL  TRACT  AFFECTION 
_3  _5  __8  16 

_3 

9 

19 

Jd 

_1 

Iritis 

24 

_1 

10 

_7 

_6 

tfectious  Disease 
t>  Septicemia 
[iology  Undetermined 
y Evidence  Insufficient 
for  diagnosis 

1 

23 

1 

10 

7 

6 

Iridocvclitis  and 
Uveitis 

40 

_2 

_2  _5  _5  14 

_3 

_9 

fectious  Disease 
, Tuberculosis 
iology  Not  Specified 
i No  Report  on  Etiology 

3 

37 

2 

2 

2 5 5 12 

3 

8 

Chorioditis 
fectious  Disease 
Prenatal  Syphilis 

2 

1 

1 

Chorioretinitis 

27 

i 

_1  _2 

_8 

_6 

_1 

_8 

ifectious  Disease 
Infection  not 

Specified  1 

Pre  - or  Postnatal 
Syphilis,  Not  Specified  1 
Toxoplasmosis  3 

iology  Not  Specified 
No  Report  on  Etiology  22 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J. 

8 

6 

1 

1 

7 

'her  Affection  of  Iris. 

ISliarv  Bodv  or  Choriod 

6 

1 

1 _2 

_L 

i 

Jauma 

I Sharp  or  Pointed 
Object 

Agent  not  Specified 
. oplasms 

Melanosarcoma 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 1 
1 

1 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS 


TABL1?  II  (continued) 
CAUSES  OE  BLINDNESS 


Persons  Classified  Blind  During  1958 


Accord  inn  ho 

Site  and  Type  of  Affection,  Diagnosis,  Etiology  and  Age  Grouping 


Age 

Groups 

(Years ] 

) 

Diagnosis 

Total 

Under 

20 

20-29 

30-39 

40-49  50 

-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90  & 
Over 

Unknown 

RETINA 

AFFECTION 

Total  Persons 

750 

20 

26 

50 

65 

86 

80 

68 

117 

98 

12 

78 

Retinitis  or 
Retinopathy 

272 

_! 

n 

IS 

20 

60 

55 

46 

28 

_4 

_3 

26 

Disease 

Diabetes  Mellitir 
Vascular  Disease 

231 

41 

L 

11 

16 

O 

4 

15 

5 

53 

7 

42 

13 

32 

14 

28 

4 

3 

26 

Retinal  Hemorrhao® 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Trauma 

Aaent  Specified 
Disease 

Diseases  Specified 

1 

4 

' 1 

2 

1 

1 

Retrolental  Fibroplasia 

Poisoning 

Excessive  Oxygen 

48 

42 

6 

Detached  Retina 
Etiology  Undetermined 
Evidence  Insufficient 
for  Diagnosis 

59 

3 

6 

11 

15 

14 

4 

6 

Retinitis  Pigmentosa 

Prenatal  Influence 
Genetic  Origin, 
Presumed 

81 

6 

4 

18 

18 

10 

10 

4 

2 

9 

Macular  Degeneration 

278 

16 

_3 

_2 

IQ 

_2 

_9 

12 

85 

94 

_9 

35 

Infectious  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Infectious  Disease, 
Not  Specified 
Disease 

Vascular  Disease 
Other  Diseases, 
Specified 

Prenatal  Influence 
Causes  Not  Specified 
Etiology  Undetermined 
Unknown  to.  Science 


1 

2 

115 

1 

21  16  2 1 
138  1 1 


1 

9 2 9 12 


2 

47  43  5 20 

1 
1 

37  49  4 14 


Other  Retinal 
Degeneration 

Prenatal  Influence 

Cause  not  Specified  2 


Other  Affections  of  the  5 

Retina 

Neoplasms 

Retinoblastoma  2 

Neoplasm,  other  type 

Specified  2 

Neoplasm,  Type  not 

Specified  1 


2 _2  _i 

1 1 

1 1 

1 


37 


TABLTC  II  (continued) 

CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS 
Person?;  Classified  Blind  During  1958 
Accordinq  to 

Site  and  Type  of  Affection,  Diagnosis,  Etiology  and  Age  Groupinc 

Age  Groups  (Years) 

Under  90  & 

Diagnosis  Total  20  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60-64  65-69  70-79.80-89  Over  Unknown 


OPTIC  NERVE.  OPTIC  PATHWAY 
and 

CORTICAL  VISUAL  CENTERS  AFFECTIONS 


Total  Persons 
Optic  Nerve  Atrophy 


338 

89 

21 

35 

30 

43 

20 

14 

30 

21 

_5 

30 

304 

87 

19 

32 

25 

39 

19 

11 

23 

17 

_4 

28 

Infectious  Diseases 

Measles  1 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis  2 

Pre  - or  Postnatal 
Syphilis,  not  Specified  26 
Toxoplasmosis  1 

Trauma 

Agent  Specified  6 

Poisoning 

Methyl  Alcohol  5 

Neoplasms 

Retinoblastoma  2 

Neoplasm,  Type  Not 

Specified  6 

Diseases 

Diabetes  Mellitis  2 

Multiple  Sclerosis  1 

Nutritional  Defiency  2 

Other  Diseases , 

Specified  13 

Prenatal  Influence 

Cause  Not  Specified  85 

Etiology  Undetermined  or 
Not  Specified 

Unknown  to  Science  14 

Evidence  Insufficient 

for  Diagnosis  87 

No  Report  on  Etiology  51 


1 

2 

1 


2 

3 


1 

7 

58 


8 

4 


1 2 

1 2 
2 


8 9 

5 12 

4 5 


4 


1 


1 

1 

4 


5 

9 


6 5 4 2 2 

2 1 

1 2 


2 


1 


1 

1 


2 1 2 

2 3 


1 


3 8 2 1 

17  4 7 7 7 2 13 

7 5 8 2 7 


Retrobulbar  and  Intra- 
cranial Lesions 
Infectious  Diseases 
Specific  Etiologies 
Indicated 

Disease 

Vascular  Disease^ 
Multiple  Sclerosis 


20  _2  _2  _3 

2 2 
7 

11  2 3 


5 


1 

4 


_4  _1  _3 


2 1 3 
2 


Other  Affections  of 
The  Optic  Nervo 

Disease 

Vascular  Disease  14 

7 4 12 
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TABLE  IT  (concluded) 


CAUSES  OF  BLIMDNESS 
Persons  Classified  Blind  During  1958 
According  to 

Site  and  Type  of  Affection,  Diagnosis,  Etiology  and  Age  Grouping 

Age  Groups  (Years) 

Under  ~~~~  90  & 

Diaonosis  Total  20  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60-64  65-69  70-79  .80-89  Over  Unknown 


VITREOUS  AFFECTIONS 


Total  Persons 

16 

_2 

_3 

_4 

_3 

_2 

_1 

Vitreous  Hemorrhaae 

16 

2 

l 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Infectious  Diseases 

Tuberculosis 

4 

2 

2 

Trauma 

Firearm  using 

Explosive 

2 

l 

1 

Blow  or  Fall 

4 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Diseases 

Diabetes  Mellitis 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Total  Persons 

1 

AFFECTIONS  - SITE  NOT  SPECIFIED 

1 

J. 

Ill-Defined  Lesion. 
Soecif ied 
Type  of  Infection 
Not  Specified 

1 

1 

85 

CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS  NOT  REPORTED 
10  1 6 1 5 4 _ 7 

1/  Of  these  cases,  71  were  classified  as  Evidence  of  Blindnoss,  with  insufficient  medical 
data  to  determine  the  cause  of  blindness,  (See  Footnote  2/  page  5l«)  The  cause  of 
blindness  for  the  remaining  lU  was  determined  after  the  initial  eye  report  was  received 
and  will  be  reflected  in  the  figures  for  1959» 


TABLE  ITT 


CATARACT 

Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persons  Classified  Blind  During  19R8, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Cataract 


County 

i o ta  1 
T orsons 

Under 
20  Yrs . 

20-29 

30-39 

40- 

NEW  YORK 

STATE 

4 33 

30 

6 

13 

19 

MEW  YORK 

CITY 

238 

1 1 

3 

9 

12 

Bronx 

4 9 

2 

2 

1 

a 

.1 

Kings 

66 

3 

4 

6 

New  York 

92 

3 

1 

3 

5 

Queens 

27 

i 

1 

• 1 

Richmond 

4 

2 

UPSTATE 

196 

19 

2 

4 

7 

Albany 

4 

Allegany 

4 

Broome 

2 

» 

Ca  ttarauous 

4 

l 

Cayuga 

5 

Chautauqua 

6 

Chemung 

2 

Chenango 

4 

Clinton 

1 

Cortland 

2 

1 

Delaware 

1 

Dutchess 

1 

Erie 

42 

5 

3 

Essex 

1 

Franklin 

1 

Fulton 

3 

1 

Herkimer 

1 

1 

90  & 


!? 

o 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

Over 

unknown 

42 

40 

29 

90 

102 

25 

38 

22 

26 

16 

51 

54 

18 

17 

3 

2 

5 

13 

9 

4 

7 

9 

8 

2 

16 

10 

2 

7 

9 

12 

8 

17 

23 

8 

3 

1 

3 

5 

li 

4 

1 

1 

20 

15 

13 

39 

48 

7 

21 

2 

1 

1 

J 

2 

1 

1 

} 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

i 

1 

6 

3 

9 

12 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 1 


40  - 


County 


Jeff  erson 
Madison 
Monroe 
Montgomery 
Nassau 
Niagara 
Oneida 
Onondaga 
Ontario 
Orange 
Oswego 
Otsego 
Rensselaer 
Rockland 
St.  Lawrence 
Schenectady 
Seneca 
Steuben 
Suffolk 
Tioga 
Tompkins 
Ulster 
Warren 
Washington 
Wayne 

Westchester 

Wyoming 


TABLK  III  (continued) 

CATARACT 

Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persons  Classified  Blind  During  1958, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Cataract 


Total  Under  90  & 

Persons  20  Yrs.  20-29  30-39  40-49  SO-59  60-64  65-69  70-7°  80-B9  Over  unknown 


2 


1 


1 


4 


2 1 


1 


10  1 


1 


4 4 


3 


1 


2 


14  3 


1 


1 2 2 2 1 


2 


4 


1 


1 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


8 


1 1 


4 


1 


2 


2 


7 


1 


13  11 


4 


3 


1 


2 

2 


1 


1 1 


1 


5 1 

3 1 


1 


6 1 


1 


1 1 


1 


1 

2 

6 

1 

2 


1 

1 1 
2 2 11 

1 


3 


1 


2 


1 


1 


4 2 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


3 1 11 

8 1 12 


1 3 


1 


1 
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TABLE  Til  (continued) 

GLAUCOMA 

A go  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persons  Classified  Rllnd  During  19^8, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Glaucoma 


County 

To  t a ) 

Persons 

Under 
20  Yrs. 

20-29  30-39 

40-49 

50-69 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90  & 
Over 

Unknown 

NEW  yof:k 
STATE 

33  1 

2 

4 

15 

42 

40 

31 

99 

52 

o 

37 

NEW  YOF'K 
CITY 

191 

1 

3 

13 

31 

25 

16 

60 

24 

5 

13 

Bronx 

27 

2 

4 

5 

11 

2 

2 

1 

Kings 

60 

1 

2 

6 

10 

8 

2 

.15 

7 

2 

7 

New  York 

7b 

1 ■ 

3 

16 

7 

6 

27 

11 

1 

3 

Queens 

24 

2 

4 

6 

2 

6 

2 

2 

F:  ichmond 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

UPSTATE 

140 

1 

1 

2 

.1 1 

15 

15 

39 

28 

4 

24 

Albany 

2 

1 

1 

Allegany 

1 

1 

Broome 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Cayuga 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Chau  tauqua 

4 

4 

Chemung 

1 

1 

Columbia 

2 

1 

1 

Dutchess 

6 

1 

l 

1 

3 

Erie 

18 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

3 

1 

Ful ton 

1 

1 

Genesee 

1 

1 

Jef  f erson 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Monroe 

11 

2 

4 

3 

2 

Nassau 

21 

1 

2 

3 

10 

2 

3 

Niagara 

2 

1 

1 

Oneida 

2 

1 

1 

Onondaga 

8 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Ontario 

2 

1 

1 

Orange 

2 

1 

1 

Oswego 

2 

1 

1 
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Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persons  Classified  Blind  During  195>8, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Glaucoma 
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TABLE  III  (continued) 

MYOPIA 

Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persons  Classified  Blind  During  195^» 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Myopia 


County 


Total  Under 


90  & 


Person--,  20  Yrr. . 20-29  30-30  40-4  9 5Q-59  60-64  65-69  70-79 80-89  Over,. 


NEW  YORK 
STATE 


NEW  YORK 
CITY 

Bronx 

Kings 

New  York 

Queens 

Richmond 

UPSTATE 

Albany 

Broome 

Cayuga 

Chautauqua 

Clinton 

Erie 

Herkimer 

Monroe 

Nassau 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

On  tario 

Oswego 

St.  Lawrence 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Warren 

Westchester 


137 

98 

14 

39 

33 

g 

3 

39 

2 

3 

J 

J 

1 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 


21 

12 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 


3 

1 


2 

1 


15 

J 1 
2 
7 
J 
1 


27 

21 

4 

12 

2 

2 

1 


5 

J 

3 

1 


13 

10 

2 

1 

6 

1 


12 

6 

4 

2 


IP 

8 

1 

2 

5 


2 

1 


Unknown 


17 


10 

6 

3 
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TABLE  III  (continued) 

THE  CHOROID  and  RETINA 

Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persons  Classified  Blind  During  19^8, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  Affected  the  Choroid  and  Retina 


County 

Total 

Persons 

Under 
20  Yrs . 

20-29 

30-39 

40-49 

NEW  YORK 
STATE 

849 

76 

29 

55 

73 

NEW  YORK 
CITY 

437 

32 

14 

29 

43 

Bronx 

81 

9 

3 

5 

7 

Kings 

134 

7 

4 

10 

16 

New  York 

144 

9 

3 

5 

15 

Queens 

68 

5 

3 

9 

4 

Richmond 

10 

2 

1 

1 

UPSTATE 

412 

44 

15 

26 

30 

Albany 

13 

2 

1 

Allegany 

4 

Broome 

14 

1 

1 

Cattaraugus 

3 

1 

Cayuga 

5 

Chautauqu  i 

7 

1 

1 

Chemung 

2 

1 

Chenango 

3 

2 

Clinton 

6 

3 

3 

Columbia 

4 

1 

Cortland 

2 

Delaware 

1 

Dutchess 

1 

1 

Erie 

48 

3 

1 

Franklin 

1 

Fulton 

1 

90  a 


50-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

Over 

Unknown 

102 

83 

77 

136 

112 

13 

93 

53 

45 

53 

73 

46 

6 

43 

7 

10 

10 

12 

9 

1 

8 

14 

12 

23 

16 

8 

2 

22 

16 

14 

17 

33 

22 

1 

9 

14 

9 

2 

10 

7 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

49 

38 

24 

63 

66 

7 

50 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

6 

4 

7 

14 

2 

4 

1 

1 
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TABLE  ITT  (continued) 

THE  CHOROID  and  RETINA 

Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persona  Classified  Blind  During  1998, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  Affected  the  Choroid  and  Retina 


County 


Genesee 

Herkimer 

Jefferson 

Lewis 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Nassau 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otsego 

Putnam 

Rensselaer 

Rockland 

St.  Lawrence 

Saratoga 

Schenectady 

Schuyler 

Seneca 


Total.  UndoT 

Persons  20  Yrs.  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60-64  65-69  70-79 


6 ! 11 


80-89 


2 


90  & 

Over  Unknown 


1 
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THE  CHOROID  and  RETINA 
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TABLE  II r (continued) 

OTHER  CAUSES 

Ap.o  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
Persona  Claasifled  Blind  During  1998, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Other  Causes 


County 

To  t a 1 
Ppr sons 

Under 
20  Yrs. 

20-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

90  & 
Over 

Unknown 

NEW  YOFK 
STATE 

540 

J 29 

27 

59 

45 

60 

30 

31 

56 

39 

10 

54 

NEW  YOFK 
CITY 

283 

57 

14 

41 

31 

40 

15 

17 

32 

12 

3 

21 

Bronx 

48 

8 

4 

4 

6 

5 

3 

4 

8 

1 

1 

4 

Kings 

78 

15 

6 

14 

6 

10 

5 

4 

8 

3 

7 

New  York 

105 

13 

3 

19 

17 

18 

5 

8 

10 

3 

1 

8 

Queens 

32 

10 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

2 

Richmond 

20 

11 

3 

3 

3 

UPSTATE 

257 

72 

13 

18 

14 

20 

15 

14 

24 

27 

7 

33 

Albany 

11 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Broome 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Cattaraugus 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Cayuga 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chautauqua 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Chemung 

8 

6 

1 

1 

Chenango 

1 

1 

Clinton 

1 

1 

Columbia 

1 

1 

Cortland 

2 

1 

1 

Delaware 

3 

1 

2 

Dutchess 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Erie 

38 

8 

2 

2 

3 

5 

5 

1 

4 

4 

1 

3 

Essex 

1 

1 

Franklin 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Genesee 

2 

1 

1 

Greene 

1 

1 

48  - 


Coun  ty 

Herk imer 

Jef  ferson 

Livings  ton 

Madison 

Monroe 

Mon  tgomery 

Nassau 

Niaqara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Otsego 

Rensselaer 

Rockland 

St.  Lawrence 

Saratoga 

Schenec  tady 

Schoharie 

Schuyler 

Seneca 

Steuben 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins 

Ulster 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westchester 

Wyoming 


TABLE  III  (concluded) 

OTHER  CAUSES 

Age  Breakdown  and  County  of  Residence  of 
porsons  Classified  Blind  During  19p>8, 
the  Cause  of  Whose  Blindness  was  Other  Causes 


Total  Under  90  & 

Persons 20  Yrs.  20-29  30-39  40-40  50-b9  60-64  65-69  70-79  80-B9  Over  Unknown 
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.1 
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20  6 
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lb  b 
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7 2 

11  4 

5 2 

5 1 
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6 1 
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9 5 
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2 1 

4 1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

7 2 

17  6 

1 
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3 1 

3 


1 1 
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1 2 
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PART  III 


CENSUS  OF  THE  BLIND  IN  NEW  YORK  STATE 

As  Of 

December  31,  1958 


TABLE  1 


Status 

New  York 
State 

New  York 
City 

Upstate 

Total 

26,458 

15,600 

10,858 

Blind  JL/ 

25,370 

15,220 

10,150 

Evidence  of  Blindness  2 / 

1,088 

380 

708 

1/  Classified  blind  according  to  the  legal  definition  of 

blindness  in  New  York  State  which  is  as  follows: 

"A  blind  person  shall  be  defined  as  one  who  is 
totally  blind  or  has  impaired  vision  of  not  more 
than  twenty/ two  hundred  visual  acuity  in  the 
better  eye  and  for  whom  a diagnosis  and  medical 
findings  show  that  vision  cannot  be  improved  to 
better  than  twenty/ two  hundred;  or  who  has  loss 
of  vision  due  wholly  or  in  part  to  impairment 
of  field  vision  or  to  other  factors  which  affect 
the  usefulness  of  vision  to  a like  degree." 


2/ 

Based  on  evidence  of  blindness  established  through 
evaluation  of  information  received  which  pertains  to 
visual  loss.  Adequate  eye  data  necessary  for  deter- 
mination of  specific  classification  is  not  always 
obtainable  because  of  advanced  age,  physical  and 
emotional  limitations  and  other  factors. 


51 


Beginning  with  1957,  the  Census  of  the  Blind  includes  the  categories  Blind  and 
Evidence  of  Blindness  only.  Prior  to  1957  the  categories  designated  Unclassified 
and  Pending  Classification  were  also  included. 
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Table  3 


Register  of  the  Blind 

a/ 

Intake  During  1958 


In  take 

New  York 
State 

New  York 
City 

Upstate 

A. 

Registrations  - Total 

2290 

1247 

1043 

Blind 

2219 

1225 

994 

Evidence  of  Blindness 

71 

22 

49 

New  Registrations 

2204 

1198 

1006 

Blind 

2135 

1176 

959 

Evidence  of  Blindness 

69 

22 

47 

Re-registrations 

86 

49 

37 

Blind 

84 

49 

35 

Evidence  of  Blindness 

2 

2 

B. 

LV 

Non-Registra tions 

622 

574 

248 

C. 

Pending  Eye  Reports  as  of  12/31 

345 

a.  Persons  classified  Blind  or  Evidence  of  Blindness,  as  defined 
in  table  1. 

1 / Eye  reports  received  but  found  not  to  be  within  the  legal 
definition  of  blindness. 
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Table  4 


Removals  from  Register  of  the  Blindyiuring  1958 
By  Reason  for  Removal 


Reason  for  Removal 

New  York 
State 

New  York 
City 

Ups  ta te 

Tota  1 

1728 

673 

1055 

Deceased 

1464 

552 

912 

Classification  Changed  to  Not  Blind 

104 

39 

65 

Moved  out  of  State 

85 

38 

47 

Unable  to  Locate 

31 

21 

10 

2/ 

Miscellaneous 

44 

23 

21 

1/  Persons  classified  Blind  or  Evidence  of  Blindness,  as  defined 
in  table  1 


2/  Cancellations,  duplicate  registration,  etc. 
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Table  fj 


Con  Mir.  of  the  Blind,  by  Aqe 


December  31,  1958 

Aqe  (Year'-.) 

New  York 
3 tale 

New  York 
Ci  ty 

Upstate 

Total  Persons 

26,468 

1 5 , 600 

JO,  85! 

Under  1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

22 

7 

15 

2 

40 

15 

25 

3 

64 

21 

43 

4 

1 1.4 

45 

69 

5 

246 

106 

140 

6 

253 

126 

127 

7 

233 

118 

1 J 5 

8 

197 

94 

103 

9 

149 

64 

85 

10 

173 

70 

103 

1 1 

165 

75 

90 

12 

144 

76 

68 

13 

129 

57 

72 

14 

130 

58 

72 

15 

126 

54 

72 

16 

97 

41 

56 

17 

97 

46 

51 

18 

113 

60 

53 

19 

98 

54 

44 

20 

90 

42 

48 

21  - 29 

1007 

562 

445 

30  - 39 

1880 

1112 

768 

40  - 49 

2320 

1410 

910 

50  - 59 

3210 

2044 

1166 

60  - 64 

2195 

1374 

821 

65  - 69 

2431 

1499 

932 

70  - 79 

4948 

2968 

1980 

80  - 89 

3598 

2050 

1548 

90  and  Over 

1107 

736 

371 

Unknown 

1078 

615 

463 

55 


TABLE  6 


1/ 

Census  of  the  Blind  in  New  York  State,  by  Age  Groups 

December  31,  1958 


Age  Groups 
(Years ) 

New  York  State 
Number  Percent 

New  York  Citv 
Number  Percent 

Upstate 

Number  Percent 

Total  Persons 

26,458 

100.0 

15,600 

100.0 

10,858 

100.0 

Under  21 

2,684 

10.1 

1,230 

7.9 

1,454 

13.4 

Under  6 
(Preschool ) 

490 

1.9 

195 

1.3 

295 

2.7 

6-14 
(Primary 
School ) 

1,573 

5.9 

738 

4.7 

835 

7.7 

15  - 20 
(Secondary 
School  and 
Beyond ) 

621 

2.3 

297 

1.9 

324 

3.0 

21  And  Over 

22,696 

85.8 

13,755 

88.2 

8,941 

82.3 

21  - 49 

5,207 

19.7 

3,084 

19.8 

2,123 

19.5 

50  - 64 

5,405 

20.4 

3,418 

21.9 

1,987 

18.3 

65  and  Over 

12,084 

45.7 

7,253 

46.5 

4,831 

44.5 

Unknown 

1,078 

4.1 

615 

3.9 

463 

4.3 

1/  Persons  classified  Blind  or  Evidence  of  Blindness,  as  defined 
in  Table  1. 
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Beginning  with  1957,  the  Census  of  the  Blind  includes  the  categories  of  Blind  and 
Evidence  of  Blindness  only.  Prior  to  1957  the  categories  designated  Unclassified  and 
Pending  Classification  were  also  included. 


TAOLU  8 


Oonsus  of  the  Blind,  by  County  and  Age 
December  31,  1958 

County 

Age  (Years) 

Total 

Persons 

Under 
1 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

NEW  YORK 

26,458 

4 22 

40 

64 

114 

246 

253 

233 

197 

149 

173 

STATE 

NEW  YORK 

15,600 

1 7 

15 

21 

45 

106 

126 

118 

94 

64 

70 

CITY 

Bronx 

2,640 

1 

5 

6 

20 

30 

23 

23 

7 

19 

Kings 

5,503 

3 

6 

4 

14 

34 

39 

32 

27 

27 

15 

New  York 

4,970 

1 

3 

3 

12 

24 

25 

33 

25 

12 

20 

Queens 

2,172 

3 

2 

5 

11 

23 

23 

23 

14 

15 

14 

Richmond 

315 

4 

4 

2 

5 

9 

7 

5 

3 

2 

UPSTATE 

10,858 

3 15 

25 

43 

69 

140 

127 

115 

103 

85 

103 

Albany  Co. 

305 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Allegany  Co. 

67 

Broome  Co. 

357 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

2 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

120 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Cayuga  Co. 

106 

1 

Chautauqua  Co. 

193 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Chemung  Co. 

131 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chenango  Co. 

67 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Clinton  Co. 

86 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Columbia  Co. 

53 

1 

1 

Cortland  Co. 

46 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Delaware  Co. 

63 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Dutchess  Co. 

297 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Erie  Co. 

1378 

4 

9 

25 

18 

17 

21 

11 

10 

Essex  Co. 

38 

1 

Franklin  Co. 

63 

1 

Fulton  Co. 

90 

1 

1 

58  - 


TABU  8 (continued) 


Census  of  the  Blind,  by  County  and  Aqe 
Dec ember  3 I , ! Ob 8 


Aoo  (Years) 


Conn  ty 

' 1 

12 

13 

.14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

NF.W  YORK 
STATE 

1 65 

M4 

129 

130 

126 

97 

97 

113 

98 

90 

NEW  YORK 
• CITY 

75 

76 

57 

58 

54 

41 

46 

60 

54 

42 

Bronx 

.18 

14 

13 

16 

7 

9 

16 

12 

20 

10 

* Kinas 

26 

28 

22 

13 

15 

15 

14 

20 

11 

18 

New  York 

.15 

12 

9 

13 

14 

7 

7 

20 

8 

5 

Queens 

J 3 

16 

1 1 

13 

15 

7 

9 

7 

9 

9 

Richmond 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

6 

UPSTATF 

90 

68 

72 

72 

72 

56 

51 

53 

44 

48 

Albany  Co. 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

Allegany  Co. 

1 

Broome  Co. 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

1 

1 

Cayuga  Co. 

I 

1 

1 

Chautauqua  Co. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Chemung  Co. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.2 

Chenango  Co. 

Clinton  Co. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Columbia  Co. 

» 

1 

Cortland  Co. 

1 

1 

Delaware  Co. 

1 

Dutchess  Co. 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Erie  Co. 

12 

8 

3 

12 

C. 

5 

7 

2 

3 

4 

Essex  Co. 

1 

2 

Franklin  Co. 

1 

1 

1 

Fulton  Co. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

59 


TABLH  8 (continued) 


Census  of  the  Blind,  by  County  and  Aqe 
December  31  !9b8 

Aqe  (Years) 

- — 90  & 


County 

21-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-64 

65-69 

70-79 

80-89 

Over 

Unknown 

NEW  YOF.K 

1007 

1880 

2320 

3210 

2195 

2431 

4948 

3598 

1107 

1078 

STATE 

NEW  YORK 

h62 

1112 

1410 

2044 

1374 

1499 

2968 

2050 

736 

615 

CITY 

Bronx 

108 

166 

229 

315 

246 

292 

533 

307 

86 

89 

Kings 

202 

401 

487 

718 

461 

507 

996 

734 

344 

270 

f ew  ' ork 

148 

318 

452 

717 

481 

4 85 

1029 

718 

193 

161 

Queens 

89 

199 

211 

264 

168 

192 

363 

258 

99 

87 

Richmond 

15 

28 

31 

30 

18 

23 

47 

33 

14 

8 

UPSTATE 

445 

768 

910 

1166 

821 

932 

1980 

1548 

371 

463 

Albany  Co. 

8 

24 

36 

43 

21 

36 

38 

37 

9 

22 

Allegany  Co. 

2 

5 

2 

7 

4 

6 

17 

18 

3 

2 

Broome  Co. 

19 

33 

26 

44 

36 

29 

56 

64 

8 

8 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

4 

4 

11 

14 

7 

13 

21 

21 

6 

3 

Cayuga  Co. 

3 

3 

7 

16 

2 

12 

25 

14 

5 

15 

Chautauqua  Co. 

6 

13 

14 

16 

17 

9 

47 

39 

6 

2 

Chemung  Co. 

10 

13 

8 

7 

13 

8 

27 

16 

6 

4 

Chenango  Co. 

2 

2 

6 

2 

6 

6 

8 

21 

6 

3 

Clinton  Co. 

6 

4 

8 

9 

9 

6 

14 

9 

3 

4 

Columbia  Co. 

1 

6 

2 

5 

4 

5 

9 

10 

4 

4 

Cortland  Co. 

1 

5 

5 

8 

7 

4 

4 

4 

2 

Delaware  Co. 

o 

z 

4 

9 

5 

7 

11 

10 

2 

6 

Dutchess  Co. 

12 

30 

30 

38 

26 

20 

66 

37 

12 

5 

Erie  Co. 
Essex  Co. 

50 

1 

83 

2 

129 

191 

129 

130 

250 

185 

32 

23 

4 

3 

4 

3 

8 

4 

1 

4 

Franklin  Co. 
Fulton  Co. 

5 

9 

5 

4 

3 

6 

11 

8 

3 

5 

O 

3 

6 

6 

12 

10 

21 

14 

5 

4 
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TABLE  8 (continued) 


Census  of 

the  Blind, 

by  County 

and 

Age 

December  3.1 

, 1958 

Age  (Years) 

County 

Tota  1 
Persons 

Under 

1 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Genesee  Co. 

409 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Greene  Co. 

46 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hamilton  Co. 

6 

Herkimer  Co. 

51 

1 

1 

J ^fferson  Co. 

150 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Lewis  Co. 

19 

Livingston  Co. 

51 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Madison  Co. 

72 

3 

3 

2 

Monroe  Co. 

948 

2 2 

2 

7 

9 

9 

10 

9 

9 

8 

Montgomery  Co. 

71 

2 

Nassau  Co. 

896 

1 1 

7 

16 

30 

22. 

20 

15 

10 

18 

Niagara  Co. 

247 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

5 

6 

Oneida  CO. 

342 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Onondaga  Co. 

515 

2 

1 

8 

11 

4 

10 

7 

2 

7 

Ontario  Co. 

97 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Orange  Co. 

289 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Orleans  Co. 

38 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Osweno  Co. 

134 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Otsego  Co. 

84 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Putnam  Co. 

32 

1 

Rensselaer  Co. 

135 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Rockland  Co. 

185 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

St.  Lawrence  Co. 

138 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Saratoga  Co. 

110 

3 

Schenectady  Co. 

189 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

5 

1 

1 

Schoharie  Co. 

29 

l 

1 

1 

1 

61 


TABU;  8 (continued) 


Census  of  the  Blind,  by  County  and  Age 
December  31,  1 9r>0 

Aqe  (Years) 


County 

Genesee  Co. 
Greene  Co. 
Hamilton  Co. 
Herkimer  Co. 
Jefferson  Co. 
Lewis  Co. 
Livinoston  Co. 
Madison  Co. 
Monroe  Co. 
Montgomery  Co. 
Nassau  Co. 
Niagara  Co. 
Oneida  Co. 
Onondaqa  Co. 
Ontario  Co. 
Orange  Co. 
Orleans  Co. 
Oswego  Co. 

Otsego  Co. 

Putnam  Co. 
Rensselaer  Co. 
Rockland  Co. 

St.  Lawrence  Co. 
Saratooa  Co. 
Schenectady  Co. 
Schoharie  Co. 


62  - 


IABLL  8 (continued) 


Census  of  l.he  Blind,  by  County  and  Aqe 
December  31,  1958 


Aqe  (Years) 


County  21 

_po 

30-3° 

40-49 

50-5° 

63-64 

65  -69 

70-79 

80-89 

908. 

Over 

Unknown 

Genesee  Co. 

8 

7 

14 

9 

7 

8 

16 

10 

4 

3 

Greene  Co. 

2 

5 

1 

5 

4 

9 

5 

5 

4 

Hamilton  Co. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Herkimer  Co. 

5 

7 

7 

4 

] 

6 

7 

3 

4 

Jefferson  Co. 

10 

1.1 

11 

7 

9 

8 

35 

23 

5 

12 

Lewis  Co. 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Livinnston  Co. 

2 

8 

3 

3 

4 

4 

10 

2 

1 

1 

Madison  Co. 

2 

4 

5 

3 

6 

3 

12 

19 

7 

1 

Monroe  Co. 

39 

85 

78 

108 

66 

92 

188 

113 

33 

26 

Montqomery  Co. 

6 

2 

6 

6 

9 

6 

13 

7 

2 

6 

Nassau  Co. 

29 

76 

67 

80 

56 

82 

129 

95 

19 

49 

Niagara  Co. 

15 

26 

16 

23 

20 

25 

43 

27 

5 

5 

Oneida  Co. 

14 

26 

38 

40 

18 

24 

57 

46 

15 

18 

Onondaga  Co. 

28 

35 

37 

57 

50 

33 

90 

66 

13 

31 

Ontario  Co. 

5 

6 

3 

10 

7 

9 

12 

24 

4 

6 

Orange  Co. 

6 

15 

20 

17 

21 

29 

70 

67 

14 

10 

Orleans  Co. 

2 

1 

5 

3 

3 

5 

7 

3 

2 

1 

Osweoo  Co. 

4 

4 

17 

11 

9 

10 

35 

22 

4 

5 

Otsego  Co. 

1 

6 

7 

8 

5 

7 

17 

18 

4 

2 

Putnam  Co. 

1 

1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

10 

3 

2 

1 

Rensselaer  Co. 

9 

7 

17 

15 

12 

9 

24 

24 

3 

4 

Rockland  Co. 

6 

12 

24 

25 

18 

14 

29 

14 

4 

7 

St.  Lawrence  Co. 

5 

8 

8 

12 

13 

18 

21 

18 

3 

6 

Saratoga  Co. 

4 

7 

6 

13 

4 

8 

16 

19 

11 

15 

Schenectady  Co. 

6 

13 

10 

23 

15 

14 

29 

23 

7 

14 

Schoharie  Co. 

2 

2 

5 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

I 
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TABLE  8 (concluded) 

Census  of  the  Blind,  by  County  and  Age 
December  31,  1958 


